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OBSERVATOR. 


Roger’s Accottnt of the Reflexions he bears Abroad on the Cam aign in Flanders, and his Difcomfe 


wih see . 
2%. 


Numb. 7 


with his Mafter, abotit the Importance of our taking Port Mahone. (4 Touch at the Rehearfer. 





From (ilednesdap, October 20 to Haturday, OGober 22. 1708. 





weer Quan: 


Country-m. YT yRay, Matter, let's have fome farther 

x Difcourfe about the Pofture of our 
Affairs in Flanders,-and our taking of Port A¢ahone ; 
for I find thefe are the principal Subjects of Con- 
verfation at prefent. 

Obf. With all my Heart, Roger ; but I would 
have you take Notice, that People not only talk 
fometimes at Random, without a determin’d Sub- 
jet, but frequently talk more of a Thing, than it 
will bear. . 

Country-m. Yam fenfible of that, Mafter ; but 
we mutt talk now and then like miad Men, as well 
as others ; for, to talk Senfe always, is, to make 
our Selves mad Men in Reality, as fome People are, 
becaufe they can’t help it. 


Mafter, That our Army (hould not have been risk'd 
fo much, by throwing away our Mens. Lives a- 
gaintt Stane-Walls, @c. ‘that we fhould have pur- 
fu'd the French clofe, when they retir'd to Ghent, 
and ‘not have given them Time to fortify them- 
felves: there} to rob our Country of the Corn and 
Forrage, and to fill their -Magazincs with what 
fhould have fubfifted our own Troops. They add, 
Mafter, that we fhould at leaft‘have hinder’d their 
Armies from joining ; by which they have been 
put in a Capacity to interrupt the Siege, to lay our 
Country under Water, to cut off our Provifions, 
and our Communication with Braffels and Offend, 
to poflefs themfelves of the Pafles of the Scheld, and 
to caft up Lines there; which they alledge will o- 
blige us to fight ‘em at a Difadvantage, before we 





Obf. You fay very well, Roger ; but pray how 
fhall we talk otherwife of the Affairs of Flanders, 
for that’s a mad Subject? 

Country-m. Why fo, Mafter ? Is there any, Body 
mad there, but the French ? Have we not confin’d 
M: Boufflers to a petit Maifon? Or, in plain Eng- 
lifh, have we not fhat him’ ap in a Mad-houfe, 
call’d the Cittadel of Lifle ? | 
-— Obf, Uhope fo, Roger ; but we have an unlucky 
Proverb, That ditions are priv'd by the Iffue; there- 
fore we mutt ftay ‘till we fee the Refult, before we 
come to a Determination. I believe ‘tis agreed on 
all Hands, that M: Bowfflers; and his Mafter’the 
French King, are both mad Men; but there's a- 
nother Queftion to be determin, viz. “Whether 
there be not, others who are more mad, or at left as 
mad_as they? Sie 

« Country-m, Then, Matter, if we offer at a Deter- 
mination, which is maddeft, before we fee. the If- 
fue, according to your own Rule, we fhall prove 
our Selves t6 be madder than either; but I hope. 
we may talk a little familiarly of Matters betwixt 
our Selves. Bye MP et © 

Obf. Well, Roger, what fhallwe talk of then? 

Country-m. Vf you. pleafe, Mafter, I would have 
your Opinion of the Situation of the Armies in 
Flanders; for, according to thelaft Advices, fome 
People think, that both of’em are in ill Circum- 
ftances ; for if the French Ariny on the Canal of 

hard for them to get Supplies, if we can reco- 
ver the Polt of Lefingen ; and if our Army. be 
ftraiten’d in the fame Manner, as the French pre- 
tend they are, it will alfo be difficult for them.to 
have Supplies, ‘except we can again open our Com- 
munication with Offend and Braffels ; and. “tis faid | 
"twill be hard for us to do the Jatter, bécaufe the 
French are Mafters of aching onthe Sched. 

Obf.. Then, Roger, re we give our ope nign 
of oe Matter, tis pe we fhould flay for “the 
fos of the lame Poft, which ‘tis fuppos'd may 

ng us a clearer Account of thofe Things, than 
we have yethad. PH ORG oe 

jountry-m. 1 muft needs own, Matter, that. your 
Propels is reafonable ; but F am fo f¥in'd, when 
into Coftee- ‘with Complaints of this, 

and that, and tother ; 








fe Step, w 


h they A ag 
terid has been taken, that it puts me upon the Fret, | 


becaufe I don’t know what to fay tot. 
Olf. Whar falfe Steps do they talk of now, 
+e 


Fst want Provifions, as ‘tis faid they do, “twill | 


can get into Winter-Quarters iour own Country. 
In a Word, they fay, That ’tis very hard upon our 
poor Soldiers, and muft needs lofe us many of ’em, 
if théy be obligd now to fight for their Winter- 
Quarters,-as they have hitherto been oblig’d to do 
for their Viétuals and Ammunition, after fitch a 
tedious and fatiguing Campaign, and fuch a bloo- 
dy and lingering Siege, while the French have the 
Opportunity of tefrefhing themfelves at Pleafure, 
aid commodioufly, ih Ghent and Bruges, and of 

ipplies from y and 


receiving all neceflary Su : 
Dunkirk. - Nay, they diy. after, that if there come 


—— 


Ghent, invade the Dutch Territories, as upon Terra 
Firma ; and a hundred more fuch Stories. 

Obf. That's a pretty Account of Matters indeed, 
Koger, but 1 thought you were a Man of more 
Senfe, than to lilten tothe Clamours and Com- 
ments of 7a obites, who magiify all Difadvantages 
on our Side, and Iefien thofe on the Side of the 
Enemy. I hope you don take every Mechanick, 
who prates over'a Dith of Coffee, to be a compe- 
tent Judge of Military Affairs, to be equal to our 
Generals in Gonduét, or to be fo much’concern’d 
in the Welfare of our Country, as they! You 
fhould tell ‘em to have Patience, “till the Cam- 
paign beat an End, and to confider the Rebuke 
that the Lord Bifhop of St. Afaph gave, in his 
Sermon before the Queen, to fuch Murmurers; who 
ate never fatisfy'd without a Vidtory or a Triuaph. 

Country-m. \ have told ‘em of that, over and o- 
ver, Mafter,» but then they twit mein the Teeth 
witli that Paflagein his Sermon, wherein he complains 
ofthe Corruption in ses and Officers; and al- 
Iedge, that ‘tis natural for thofe who pay fo much 
‘Money for their Commiffions, to wilh the War 
may continue, that they may reimburle them- 
felves, and raife Eftates, without any Regard to 
‘the finking Condition of oar Trade, to which 
| War is always ruinous. Bat {ince you don’t like 
the Subjest, Mafter, pray let me have your Opi- 
mon of the Advantages which may accrue to us 
Py tokiog Minorca, with Port Makone, &c. 
 Obf. We tatkt of it formerly on the fatal Difafter 
that befel Sir Cloude/ly. Shovel for want of a conve- 
nent Harbour in the Adediterrancan, to winter in, 
and the Neceffity of having that Port in vurHands, 
and the Benefit that might arife from it to our 
Trade, and to the Confederate Intereft, fiice we 
iid thereby be Mafters of the Alediterranean, was 





a They ate fill up with the old Story, 








very welk@nd larely difcouts'd of laft bi 2 a 


a hard Froft, the French may, from Bruges and : 














Ee 































Reign when Men of ‘Honelty 


hope there will be dinficient Care taken to ke 
now we have it ; for fince ‘tis a Place of that Im-| 
portance, we may be fure the French King will do} 


te ¢ 


all he can to retake it; and he ismuch nearer to}, ? 


ope, that nothing'| ana we 
‘will be negleéted, in order to preferve | 
on necefaty Rot 


Preface to a Book entul’d, The old and true Way of 
Manning our Fleet, ec. 

ountry-m, 1 remember that very well, Mafter ; 
but it will do no Hurt to refreth Peoples Memories 
‘ina Matter of this Importance. 

Obf. ’Tis evident, Roger, that fince a Squadron 
is neceflary in the Adeditcrranean, to keep in that 
of the French at Thoulon, to guard our Trade, to 
aflift King Charles, to prevent Barcelona's being at- 
tack'd by Sea, and to keep the Pope and Princes of 
iraly in Awe, and prevent their entering into a 
League to the Dettiment of the prefent Confedera- 
cy, that nothing can be more opportune for an- 
fwering all thofe Ends, than our being poflefs'd of 
Port Mahone, where our Ships may careén, water, 
and furnilhthemfelves with freth Provifions ; and 
{ince there’s another Harbour there’as good-as that, 
as our Jait Gazeite informs ts, they will be at all 
Times a fafe Retreat to cur Men of War and Mer- 
chant Ships, which may fave us. a great deal of 
Money, as well as Time, in bringing ‘Home our 
Fleet every Winter, and fending ‘em thither again 





ou, and pretends tohave blown you and all the 
higs up by his Act of Uniformity, which ab- 
hors the Coerceive Power, He bounces moft terribly 
Mafter. He's the very Sampfon of the Party. : 
Obf. Let them blefs themfelves in iar Chaiingi 
on, Roger ; but they may be pleas’@ to know, that 
the Whigs are made of better. Metal, than to be 
hewn down by the Jaw-bone of an Af&. We have 
made it plain, for all his Bravado’s, that the Revo- 
lution has deliver’d us from being oblig’d to couch 
down, like that Animal betwixt the two Burdens 
of Paffve-Obedience, and Non-Refffance, but we 
(hall take a Time to talk with him. 





Advertifemenits. 
In few Days will be publifh’d, 
© M; rs ftript of bis Armour ; or, The Army difplay’d 
in all its trne Colours. Containing the Characters ofan 
Army in general, a Regiment or Battalion, a Captain-Ge- 
heral, a Lieutenant-General, a Major-General, a Brigadjey- 
General, a Colonel, a Lieut. Colonel, a Maj Is a Capr. of the 
Guards, an Aid de Camp, a Partizan, a Spy, a Captain; a 
ts apse an Enfign, an Adjutant, a Quarter-Mafier, the 
shaplain of a Regiment, the Surgeon, a Serjeant, a Grena- 





in the Spring, (which gave the French an Oppor- ier, a private Centinel, a Provoft, &c. By a Lover of the 
tanity to be Matters of the AZediterrancan {fo reat Parke Se Sieg Sold by J. Woodward in Sr. Chriftopher’s 
a part of the Year) befides the Storms and Tem- | "™@rYards.near the Royal Exchange, and B. Bragge in 


pelts we are expos'd to in going and returning, 

Country-m. Qne would wonder, Matter, fince the 
Advantage of having that Iland and thofe Ports in 
our Hands, and that our Lofs for not having it, 
has been fo great, is fo obvious, that the reducing 
of it was attempted no fooner, 

OLf, The belt Anfwer I can give you to that, 
Roger, is, to refer you to the feveral Addreficgs of 
our Houfe of Lords, about our Naval Affairs ; for 
no Advantage fignifiesany Thing, if it be not im- 
prov’d. And if, as fome are pleas‘d to fay, there 
have been Men of the old rank arbitrary Principles, 
and others, that wanted Capacity, or would not 
give neceflary Application, employ d in Matters 
relating to our Navy, we are not to wonder at 
fuch Mifcarriages as their Lordfhips have fo fre 
quently complaind of! Bites: 
 Country-m. That's very true, Mafter ; bat we 
have. heard of feveral Gentlemen cf honeft Princi- 
ples, and undoubted Capacity, employd of late 
in the Affairs of the Navy ; therefore we have Rea- 
fon to hope that all Occafions for farther Com- 
plaint on that Head, willberemovd, _ . 

‘Obj; LT hope fo too, Roger; and remember a 
) and Capacity were 
employ’d in no Affairs of the Fleet, but their In- 
fluence was fo little, beeaufe they were over-power’d 
by others, who came fhort of that Character, that 
finding they conli do the Nation no Service in 
that ftation, they fairly laid down; for they were 
unwilling either to” fhare in the Blame of other 
Mens Fault, or to put a Cheat upon the Govern- 
ment; and the Country, by pretending to ferve 
than, when they found they cokd not do it in 
fuch Company... EE Fae 

Country-m. A. Noble Pattern, Mafter, and fit to be 
follow d: by all honeit Men, in a like Circurn- 
ftances. But to ‘return to Port Adahone a 
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Pater-Nofter-Row. Price bound 1 s. 
fs Juft publifird, 

q Windfor-Caftle, a Poem, infcribed to the Immortal] 
a, of “ah ane Oe oa ee Anne, Queen of 
great Britain, Franee, and Ireland. Sold by B.Bracece i+ 
Pater-Noiter-Row. price 6d. a 

~ Juft publifh’d, 

I. , The Battel of Audenard, a poem, occafien’d by the 
Glorious Victory obtain’d over the French near that place 
the rith of July, 1708. N.S. by the Confederate Army under 
the Commiand of his Grace the Duke of Martborough, Monf. 
D'Auverquerque, and prince Eugene of Savoy. With tlie 
Charaéters of the General Officers, who were prefent in rhe. 
Engagement. price 6d. 2. The Long Vacation, a Satyr. 
price 6d. 3. The Plagues of Agypt; a Poem, in 2 parts. 

rice 6d. 4. Mirth in Ridicule, .a Satyr, containing the 
‘ollies too often found in a Sea-Officer, Land-Officer, Cour- 
tier, Law er, Prieft, Merchant, Scholar, Poet, Mifer, the 
Ladies, a Maid, Strumpet, Beau, Gamefter, Quack, Plotter, 
and a Libertine. price 6d. .5. A Letter to.a Friend : occa- 
fion Ae the Prelentment of the Grand Jury for the County 
* Mi - ale a eg ah ri rte of the Chriftian 
iurch afferted, ; iceid. All fold by ]. Mor 
near Stationers-Hall. x4 v4 fs. 
; putt ublith’d, 

q The Wooden-World diffeéted, inthe Charaéters of; 1. A 
Shipof War. 2. A Sea-Captain. 3. A Sea-Lieutenant. 4. A 
Sea-Chaplain, 5, ‘The Matter ofa Ship of War. 6. The Py; 
fer. 7. The Surgeon. 8. The Gunner. 9. The Carpenter. to. 
The Boatfwain. 11. A Sea-Cook. 12. A Midship-man. 13. 
The Captain's Steward. ,14. A Sailor, &c. By a Lover of 
the Mathematicks. .The fecond Edition, correéted and a- 
mended bythe Author. Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Noftex- 
Poe Cotesia 79 Is. 

vompleat Sets of the Obfervator, or fingle ones, ever 
fince it was begun b7 Mr. Tutchin, to this Tisve. are to be 
hail cf B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row, and H. Meere at the 
Black-Fryar in Black-Fryars; where may be had Mr. Tutch- 
in’s Effigies, neatly engraven on Copper. 
Eecwalyoaeon The ‘Golden Undtion : 
mg a : infallible ‘Remedy for the whic 
B _gives immediate Eafe to the moft infufferable and Ramee Hts 
meliorating and affording inftant Reliefto the Part afflicted. Thofe 
uie itin the firft Fit of this Di y will hardly ever know a fecond, 
ad) eet has got a Head, by long Continuance, ( if conftantly ap- 
it will prevent its ever returning air with any manner of Vie- 
pence. . Tt likewt! carries off any hard or malignant Swel- 
























attack it, than we are to relieve it, 
Obf. We have Reafon ‘to h : 


caufe ‘tis not only . 
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who have any thing to communicate 
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with H. Meere, at the Black-Fryar in Black-Fryars, for the 
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Any Gentlemen 











Obfervator, Poft pay’d. Where Advertifements are taken in. 
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Fidow of the late Author, Jour Turcatn. 





